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South Africa: the art of a nation

27 October 2016 - 26 February 2017

From some of the earliest examples of human creativity to cutting-edge contemporary works,
discover the fascinating history of South Africa through art.

In this exhibition a diverse range of art from across the ages tells a story that stretches back
100,000 years. From rock art made by the country’s earliest peoples to works by South African
artists at the forefront of contemporary art, the exhibition features beautiful and important
objects, which illustrate South Africa’s rich history.

Come on a journey from the very beginnings of artistic thought, through some of the earliest
sculpture in southern Africa to colonial art from the 17th century onwards. See magnificent
examples of 19th-century South African art, highly charged 20th-century works that
responded to segregation and apartheid, and pieces that showcase the post-apartheid
transformation of the nation since 1990.

The exhibition features a selection of significant objects, including some of the world’s oldest
art objects and striking contemporary pieces responding to the country’s recent past. See the
history of a nation from a new perspective and celebrate the artistic accomplishments of the
many peoples that have contributed to the story of South Africa.

https://www.britishmuseum.org/whats_on/exhibitions/south_africa.aspx
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