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World Forum for Democracy

Gender Equality: Whose Battle?

Strasbourg, 19-21 November 2018

Strasbourg, 05.11.2018 — A year after the #MeToo movement first started, the World Forum
for Democracy 2018, from 19 to 21 November, will focus on gender equality and women’s
rights, in particular, women’s public, political and economic participation, and on combating
violence against women.

Dolores Delgado Garcia, Spanish Minister of Justice, and Marléne Schiappa, French Minister of
State for Gender Equality, will speak at the opening session.

Intellectuals, politicians, activists, experts and young people from all over the world will come
together to debate the following topics, which will be illustrated live by tihe French caricaturist
and cartoonist, Laurent Salles:

- Women and power: moving towards 50/50

- Time to stop sexism, discrimination and violence against women!

— Women, security and democratisation.

Various roundtables will also take place on:

- Artificial Intelligence and gender (in-) equality

- Do more films by women mean more women'’s films?

- Women and migration

- Has democracy failed women? New democratic practices and women’s participation
- Taking action against violence against women and girls

- National policy approaches to achieving gender equality

- Feminist investigative journalism

- Faith and Feminism — Can women gain greater power in religious communities?



Thirteen “lab” sessions, which will address the challenges from different angles and present
some measures which have already been implemented, will help to identify a democratic
response to the issues raised throughout the Forum.

Participants will hear moving statements from two women, one a rabbi at New York’s West End
Synagogue, and the other who was forced into marriage while still a child.

The Forum is being organised by the Council of Europe in partnership with the City of
Strasbourg, the Bas-Rhin Département Council, the Grand Est Region and the French
Government.

Contact:
Estelle Steiner, Spokesperson/Press Officer, Tel. +33 3 88 41 33 35, mobile +33 6 08 46 01
57

Note to editors

Please note:

The Council of Europe Democracy Innovation Award will be presented to the most popular
initiative put forward in the labs (Wednesday 21 November, from 10.30 am to 12.30 pm, at
the closure).

On the sidelines of the Forum

At the initiative of the City of Strasbourg and all the partners involved in the fringe
programme, the Forum theme will also be addressed in a wide range of meetings, panel
discussions, debates and exhibitions at various locations open to the public, from 14 to 21
November.

The Democratic Engagement Award will be presented by the Grand Est Region on Tuesday
20 November at 8 pm (Palais de I'Europe).

Practical information (see also press corner)

Accreditation: online form.

Press room: on the second floor of the Palais de I'Europe, open from 9 am to 7 pm on 19 and
20 November and from 8.30 am to 1.30 pm on 21 November.

Audiovisual services: TV, radio and multimedia studios may be booked with
ulf.ahlberg@coe.int.

Mediabox: a mobile studio is also available outside the debating chamber (booking at:
WFDmediabox@coe.int).

https://go.coe.int/Fg474

More information, programme and webcast



